
Mrs. Asquith Does Few Reputations to Death;
Autobiography Spicy but Not Destructive

JOHN ADDINGTON SY-
*' MONDS, our of Mrs. As¬

quith's warmest friend*
M RS. ASQUITH, from

pencil drawing by i lie
Duchess "Í Rutland

"l-k /T ARG0T ASQUITH'S loud-
\/l heralded, eagerly await-
X ? JL l, much discussed auto-

raphy has finally been
made available in book form for
Amer'.«'.«" readers by the George H.
Doran I ompany. Mrs. Asquith orig¬
inally a tita' he mot to for
he,- book would be "As Well Re
Hanged for a Sheep as a Lamb," and
it was generally understood that she

d to shake the social world «if
Great Britain to its f undations by
makir E omi tartling re\ elations.
On the whole the book is more con¬

ger' «' '¦ than some of its advance
notice It is a very frank piece of
self-analysis; Mrs. Asquith holds
back very little of her ear!:«' life an«!
dwells on hL:' good qualities and bad

g 'on dderable length. But,
while A"r« intersperses entertaining

¦-,; ---: anecdotes throughout the
«, .' autobiography, she

doesn'1 herself up a? a wholesale
er of re put atmns. There

lore word? of praise than «if
A- ( the work, and »».r'~t of Mrs.

Asquith' acquaintances who appear
. pages come ?ff very well in-
de» d.

Mr«. Asquith a Tomboy
Like the old-fashioned British nov

elists, Margot Asquith begins with a

ac ount of her childhood,
peni chiefly on the fam¬

ily country es ate in Scotland. That
she was a good deal of a t< mbi y
may be inferred from the following
pa? ¦¦¦¦¦

"We were .< ¡Id children and, left
t-, ourselves, ha the Ar." «-f our
lives. I r^de my pony up the front
stairs and tried to teach my fath¬
er's y «tepp ng barouche horses to
jump eras ng 1 r knees int the

in the field and climbed our
1 .¦ da."-«" ..¦;-¦ roof, 'it' ig r n

the sweep's ladder by moonlight in
»» nig] . I ha '', scrambled up
c ery tree, walked on every wall and

r .- r>> v turret at Glen. I ran
-. -.»,-. narrow ledges r f the -"<.

in rubber shoes at terrific '--.go4-.
This a nrmed other people »" much
that my fatl - sent for m«1 one '"

-:m in his bu <n" a room and
made me swear before God that !

».alking on the roof;
3nd give it up I did, with many
'.ear;-',"
Work« With Factory Girl«

lith was profoundly
grieved by the death o* h»r s;tnr
Laura. She «sought relief in doinj
'¦"' of settlement work amonj

the fact< girls of East Lond n
'r* not explain very clearlj

just at foi m her activit ¡es t< ok
but apparently he got on very wel

:.. r- .-.. do not «eem t<
have felt th' t iggi ion n
n»tx nage er att tude,

» them one of then
¡aid to hei n ton» of h* ¦»

'

"You don't
r. ;. feels for .. ¦« r

the country. W you point(
ou1; to is oí the pi< nie da
of a .¦ . < - ' re, " ' them .¦. ¦¦¦

and dari trees, ar d ua d it ren
you oí y< i :. me, '¦ 12t looked a
et other! '.'.'- I 1 > «¦ «»er " ez 1
and .": all »h iddered!

- reci " from the
- fkath Mar;"«' Ai quit

¡"*d -, v goro ,-,(¦'.¦ ful
¦7* il» ; - ¡p v.A h t '< t

riding to the
and *h< - ;: 1» part .- tl
«eqoí < ,,, .,.,-,< r>ni
I/O.''7' '] ¦-. .. ;,r. ,,f I?
m«wrt ...¦.- ihH int '

-, po!
¡'...l'A r.', reçur coi

IUnt3y in th* book. She che,.
¡pteti .,,,..,,<,. ,,f \j
.ft*-ieton«% whom «ht* kaew la U

M RS. MA RGOT A S-
iY1 QUI TH. From a re¬

cent photograph
full vigor of his phenomenally
hearty old age. She met the late
King Edward as Prince of Wales on

several occasions, anil sets down the
following impression? of thi ruler:

Kin« Edward's Charm
"Kinir Edward had srrest charm

and personality and enormous pres¬
tige; he was more touchy than King
George arid fonder of pleasure. Ho
and Queen Alexandra, before they
acceded, were the leaders of bon¬
d-in society; they practically dic¬
tate«! what people ould and could
not do; every woman wore a new

dress '.«.'"«-ri -o-r dined al Marlborough
House; and we vied with each other
in trying to plea"^ him."

With all her social» activ '¦"- ?he
--. ;'; ri tained her old harum-sc rum

spirit.
M rs. A nuil h al ways «peak with

warm regar.'l of Arthur Balfour.
She admires h intellect and is
charmed by his personality. At one

time ;*rre was ;i newspaper nimm
that she was engaged lo him.
apropos of this false report she re¬

lates an anecdote which is scarcely
disturbing to her self-e teem. One
of Mr. Balfour's friends observed:

"I hr,ar yen are going to marry
Margot Tonnant?"'
To which Balfour replied:
"No, that is not ;o. I rather think

of havi "3-r 7» career of my own."

Balfour's Tastes
The author describes Balfour's in

telle« tuai tastes :

"The artists who have expressed
wit he greal -¦-' perfi ci ion human
experience, from an external point
of view, he delighted ''¦'¦¦¦ He pre¬
ferred appeals to h 77: in tell .. rather
than claims upon his feelings. Hän
del in mu ic, Pope in poetry, Scott in
arral on, «Jane \u ''¦'' in notion and

Sai "« Be uve in critici *ni supplied
him wit e eve ryl hi *"¦ he wa 3" d."
The second volume of the auto

biogra phy lore ¡1 ere il ¡ng than
the first, if only for its account of
"The Souls," an informal social and
literary group with which Mrs. As

name «s alwavs ass icialed,
She r -. r--: her "7« n d« cripl ion of the
group and its cha racl eri ¡cs
"No one ever knev how il came

about that I and my particular
friends wore called 'The Souls.' The
fashionabh what wa called ' he
«-mar' set of tho e days centered
round the Prince of Wales, after
ward King Edward VII, and had
Newm a rl« el for ¡' headqua ¦'' " rs.

So far a? 1 could -ee there was more

.... .]_.<«"¦¦ ¡n Ihe rac.in g w orbl
than ad pv« - ol "d a mong 'hr
Soul?, and thi fir and only mo 1

1 « n >, pv mai '¦«"' " " '¦ Icome c: -

the si <¦¦¦.¦ rl and r

1, r>rr\pan; there made mo fool ex¬

act!; Iik< an alien."
One of the leading :¦ among

¦[¦' ,. ;-¦ "

w the pros«, nt Lord
' irZC.n, lie ¡1)1 a«'- a re. '¦:«.

«r ¦<. ¦¦¦. !' * he ir*r ou p n a poem,
w.n ¦.' »''. bid M ,,:. A; quit h
q iot in full. Among t rie "«¦ op]
.« ho fit d a place in Curzon'f. poem
are A ri ur Ralf« ur, 11 «. Ka rl and

¦«- of Wrj ! «ord «l'A bei on,
Kai and C'o 11 t< ss de (¡rey,

Bai Ft rdînand de 1' fh cl ¡l«l
î.-,.. -1 Ribbli dale, .<u ¦; f*i «I Lad>
I)er.borough. America wa repne-onl
t'A ¡n t he «ciel y y M 1. .-« m\ Mr-i
M« ,- White .' nd the Princ< Ti ou
h<-t/Vo7. -

Meeting AXiih Trriiivmn
The »utboT rail Tennyson ami

4 hfard him read 'Baud." Her storj

6*»LADSTONE in his favorite pastime of felling '< free, fro»)
a hurried p> ncil sketch by Mrs, Aso'dlk

of this occasion is well worth repeat¬
ing:
"Tennyson's reading had the lilt,

the tenderness and the rhythm that
make music in the -oui. It was

neither singing, nor chanting, nor

speakinj?, but a soi«: le mixture of «He
three; and the effect upon me »vas

one of haunting harmonies that left
me profoundly moved,
"Ho began, Birds in the hijrh Hall

garden, and. skipping the next four
sections, ivent on to. T'havp led her
home, my love, my only friend, and
ended with
"'There has fallen a splendid tear

i'A'vn the passion-flower at th
U'>'<\

;-ho A coming1, my dove, my dear,
;»A is eominp, my life, my fate;

TA. ¦¦'¦¦> rose erics, "She i<= near, she
is near ;"

And the white .¦'.-,r' weeps, "Shei?
late;"

The lark-pur listens, "I hear, I
hear;"

And the lily whispers, "I wait."

'.»-".-,0 A coming, my own, my -woe);
Were it ever so airy a tread,

My dust would hoar her ami beat.
Were it earth in an earthly bed;

My dust would hoar her and beat,
Had I lain for a century dead :

Would start and tremble under bet-
fee!.

And blossom in purple an«! red.'
"When he had finished and pulled

me on to his knee and said:
"'Many have wr-;i'^i» as well as

that, bul nothing (hat «ver sounded
so well!'

"1 could not speak.
¦'Me . h n told us thai he had had

an unfortunate experience with a

young lady to whom he was read¬
ing Maud.'

¦''She -vas siiiiug on my knee,' he
said, "as you are doing now, and
after reading,
.Bird i:i the high Hall-garden
When twiliirhl was fading,
Maud, Mau«i. Maud, Maud,
They were crying and calling.'
" I asked what bird «he thought

I meant. She said, "A nightingale."
This made nie so angry thai I nearly
flung hi r to the ground: "No, fool!
. . . Rook!" said I."

"I got üp, feeling rather sorry for
the young iady, but was -o afraid he
was going to stop reading that 1
quickly opened The Princess ami pul
it into his hands, and he v\ eut on.

"! -till possess the little 'Maud'
bound in its blue paper cover, out
of w hieb he read to us, w it h inj
name written in it b\ T, tun ¡on."

John Adtliugton F ymon «Is was an

I PHOTOGRAPH »f lour generation* shun-,,
' ([ItitliS book. Li On >net/lli Uit I in Ulli («A/
the lab King Edward, then Prince <<i Ho/«.»-.

King Georgi and Prince. Edward >>ï II
I in

fiV.s

1rs. A-
tctort'.t.,
¡n senl

»I her intimate friend of M ¦¦ As-
quith. She often visited him at his
country hoime Am Uof, ami to¬

gether they lead Plato's Republic,
and all the dialogues, Swift, Vol
taire, Browning, Poe, \\ hitman und
Syiiioiids's own Renaissance.

Krieiidshi)) W iili Swnoml»
Mrs. Asquith's most serious love

affair before her marriage seems t«<

have been with a gentleman named
Peter blower, whom she met at a

hunt. Peter was ;i -port-man and
,-hi athlete, but his ho.Jily prowess
failed to make up for his lack of the
if! -'¦ of he muni and for his incor¬

rigible luibil el' spending more than
he eanie.i. The author's account of
her romance possesses all the fa^
dilation of a novel. Peter was a

most iin i-t nous luver, i: ml de\ « h pi «I

a habit of leaping into th« Asquitb
home a! London at the nu m in m

i -!, uf life, 11 mi« and social re put.»

l'.eitiíí iiUioduied I,, Mr. A quith
at a dinner, her ;,« ¦«in.« mi -»m ¦«. v. ill«
íiitii ipened into fi k nd lap aii/l
:: n.ii >, culminated in 1 lieii mai ¡age.
t in ,i lYv !« -In- All- u- rt'il

-ii;ne,l ««. fou i prim« o.. -1 «i Mr.
11!.,.« ton«, Lord lio ebei y, Ail Inn
I'..::"..: and h« r husband.

K «.<><»<( Memoirist
Air-. A-.iiii'ii pu .-,--»<.« m biL-l. «I«'

!«.«. the virtues f the hlcul memoir¬
ist quick wit, «vide acquaintance,
!:.n»d memory, th«- abililj to select
the most piquant episode.-» from her

i« !i store of v \ ¡>; I'ienc« .-. Her eeo
! i- in ceilainl ,\ i oliust, l«ut I Ids , n

U instance a tilt-1' ml.u-7 t lie me I'll
...lid «A! ruction of the ,,ol L. There
not a pun«.- «I the aulubi««;-! aph> lh.it
is not stamped uilh the unmisial.a
ble imp r es s i «i ,.'* ¡,, d riking, d i.

I ill ive pel onality. A review «/I
bei book 111 a y well come to a , lose
with :i «-w PXci-i'pi from her v.

The Calm One of Fatuhvia
(Continued from preceding paye)

a il y to his pool a nd, lying down,
ho lookpd long into it. Then he
ma do n wild cry, a- if he luid come

to a precipice in the dark and been

kepi from falling to death by the
mere gleam of fungus on a tree. He
fell back, and for a little while was

without, mind. . Awake again, he
rushed about, the village, clasping
each «me he met. ¡n his arms, rubbing
noses with the girls and singing
queer songH hirncncn te, r aave. of

land. Hi« laughter rang in

the groves., Now be was aa when In«

had come to us, gay, kind ami with
out deep houghl.
"The god«-, had for Hua1 in«« «n made

him lh"irs, for soon ramo a canon

with news that a ship of hi** coun¬

try wBi at Taiohae. Never «lid a

man act more qulcklj, lie made a

feast, and to it he invited the village.
A <]»" i* took t«i prepare it, the pigs
in tee earth, the pnpni, the fish
cooked ««n the coral stones, 'he fruits

and (he nuts. To it he gave all his
rum and lie handed me his gun, the

pa'ldle». of his canoe ami his coats.

44 1> '"I' Po, tii.' devil of night,
J_J crouched for bun. The

canoe to take him to Taio-
ho<* was in the water, waiting but
the «-mi ««f the Knina Kai. Plen-
tifLilly all drank of the rich rum. bul
Tokihi most. TltiUuli even he had
creeled, and she sal beside him.
She WH « n««w loal h to ha', «a him «.;««:

you know woman. She leaned
against him, and li«-'i* «.>'<¦-: promised
him aught i¡i;.( i,,« would. She was

more beautiful than on thai
night when she had spurned him,
ami she "¦truck from him a spark of
her own willful f"n<-.v- "» 1o«-«k hel¬
ft moment torfd*» bosom, held h<»r a«*

the wave hoi* the rock before it ft»

cede?, and then, a--- the madness she
ever made crept upon him, he drew
back from her, held her again a

fierce moment, and, dashing his cup
to the earth, he turne«! upon her in
fury.

"It. was the evil noon,. The eye of
the sun was straight upon him. and
as he cursed her ami shouted that
m«w he was frer from her. the blood
rushed into his face and painted
there scarlet as the hibiscus the
marks of the tattooing. The black
ama the magic had erased now shone
red. The stripe«« across his eyes
und face were like the scars a burn
¡ng brand leaves, and the shark of
the lodge was a leper's sign upon his
br««w.

" 'Mullir I rieil, for I saw death
in the ¡itv if lie knew, ami ail the
gifts losl to me, 'Silence !' And the
tribe heeded. No quiver, no glancf
showed 'he foreigner that «-."<. had
seen what hn himself had not. Titi-
hull fastened her gaze on him a

fleeting secnml and then betrau the
da nee of leave-l a I» insr.

it \\ T I'l KAISKI) «I,.. haul :~W -Apae!
.* "hoaha 1 te Haue.

M a u ot oe a mm nek'
"'I'o the canoe we bore him. and

thrusting- it into the breakers, wr

called the last words, */-.' tiee.i nln.'
"Il«« was gone forever from Kalu

hi va. Ami thus 1 got tins h, u el¬

imine I have, 1'ulii Knata, the Man
with the Aun."
The uld sorcerer rolled a leaf of

pandanu.s about a few u ains of '««.

And \ «««a never word of

"¦l«"\ no," he said meditatively.
"M«' went up.m thai ship t«i Tniolio».
Hut, Amen,-an, think often thai
when that man who was Tokilii
«¦amo to dance in hi« own island, t«>

sit nt his own tribe's feast?, or when
¦£f ardor of io\f> would setae «him,
Iways he studied to b<s calm."

y '///.: MARCHIONESS OF1 A YLFS/tURY, sketched
h ¡I Mis. As,i h i tli

character sketch .«!' herself, written
m l!M'(>:

"I am ijul pretty ami I do n,,i

know anything about m«, expression,
although 1 observe it ¡In- that is
particularly dwelt upon if une ¡s
sufficiently plain, but I hope, when
you fe« a kindly toward >our i'«-l
low i,-..! un».- a- I do, lint .füll« .,!
thai warmth iua,\ modify :.n olhei
m <.. In i,-ni und aihei « ii'«-> « »m

I..III 3
" \\ ligure ii.« emained as il wa

«light, well balanced and ¡olive.
17 un;- .-.«, ¡all> Colli .«;..- ou- Ulld o««I ill
,.!i i«.,, i think I > »o «.«n«. into a

...an a v. «-II ,,- mam pi ..««>«" "I «">.' <

U |«|« .. i., i«, a ami pi es lige. I »lo Hol

pi ...... -». !.. l .-..I HiJ -rli like Mi I'.;
nurd Siu\i on lin«; account, l shall
Iieilhei . « ««-«- i...« elf I« .i,i piai ¦¦-

o.«i -li.« i.l in«, «II ii. M,iim bul
pul »luv*, n !«. o, ««i «¦- a « ;-., on al ely
,- I can und I uve ,.il«tr< to add
llu'lll lip.

.*l iliiuk 1 i...«r imagination U>i n

not of l'un» ., bul of i«-, lint- ,i , on

««.pi i«.n oí 11«<- I.« ..oi i! ul llol inn «i i

in poel ,\ mi.- ¡c, m Ulld nal in « bill
in human being.-. I luve insighl int.,
¡mhoan naluiv derived o.,i oiil\ from
a courage»,us expérience bul .»I
i,..u. imagination; and I have .«

lr .n h.«««.- I« »iisl ¡ml l. lloV» I.

»¡ai i. long an.I ufien «In geni u\ <¦

(Hies, of 1 l.u ..i »lei ,-.| in«-,.mn- ,,f l.o.l
1 take ll.I- oppol «irai y ..f r-.l \ Ilia loi

I'ellgioll I- n > illl ni Ui>- l'talll_\ li<-\t-|

mviij 11 '..m u.r .ml it,. i- all 1 -i««.i
»*. «tv upon ll.r -libject.

N«»t \lr.»i«l lo I-ipe-ik TYiilli
"*\S i -a..I in o« I .-.;' S ,. liai ... I <¦

I-I. I«, ti oll,f..lo.--- With no-

hardi*, a Mil«.,-, hoi 1 caminí »lis
CI ioiiii.il e bel »\ «-eo Irutli.s i bal n«

ai'.I those tiltil i..-, «I nul !.. i«.!.,
¦' W ilh I«. .«.liona, mo.i.-si y I h.«

3a ni hat I am una«; «ia 11 ', «.. luv'ill
an«! bra\ e ! \\ hat then are m

faults'?
"I am fundamentally nervous, in

patient, irritable and restless. Th<--
may >. >» 1 sligiil lioi'l» ohnii;: -, In
llu-y i-«« t.. the foundation of m

nature, crippling my activity, lei
selling my iinlueiue and prevent in
my achieving anything remari.abl«
I wear myself «>ni in ;» hundred ui

lin'a-a.i; WaV.S, ;. < li |-, II««' llili«

I liait lint ilulil ail an« in«, and
.n aiir iiia «,. hal I n..«.. ;<«.i lo do an

... hal «-1. i'*, ««n. » i i.ii] io .1
nil I can l.ai.il.i al ur I« p. 1 ««

in li lie |". ¡lioU fol I" i«-. ..I ¦¦ I no« <

ui through bml (day: to Hi ten
modernité music or moderate ruiive

«fitinn is a positive punishment
me. 1 am energetic and in«ltistri«">n
but I am a little too quick; I a

driven along by my temperament till
I tire myself and every on« else.

"1 did not mans till 1 was thirty.
Ibis luckilj gave m«' lime to read;
and 1 collected nearly, a thousand
books «>! h.y own before ! married.
If 1 had had real application as all
the A.-.pnili» have I should by now
l>« a well edtmated woman»; but this
I never bad. 1 am liol at all dull,
and never slide*, bul I don't seem to
I»« able to ij^imi at uncongenial
things. I have :i good memory for
books und conversations, but bad for
l«iietr\ and «ht:.«'.-; wonderful for
I aces ¡i nd pit ¡ful f««r names.

llt-r Ni'iM' Not (¿one
''Physically 1 have done pretty

well for myself. I rule better than,
most people and have spent or

wasted more tune on it than any
woman of intellect ought lo. I have
broken both collar bones, all my
ribs nuil m« l.nee cap, dislocated my

jaw, fractured my skull, gashed my
nose ami had live concussions <>f the
brain; but though my horses .are

to be sohl next week I base not
l«<-¡ in-, nerve. I dance, drive and
skat« well ; i don't i.,,:. , ei y well,
but 1 dan« .- i« ..il-, well. 1 have a

i,ii< ni I..I «lia,,m and 11 intensely
i«.«« i< «»I, pi., ting lie piano vs ii h

¡...,. i, of it. «. ..i thin ¦, bul h.'ive
iit*glt-ct>d both ill.- accomplish¬
ments. I may sa-, I«« ¦. m self «1«'-
r, m, that m..i riagi met iivi b:.bies,
0 -.«.. p mi.A -h ami .. husband in
:,,, i, politi. have all conti ibul to
this n ,¡. el, but the i« oí ..f the
mal er lie* deeper l u m ivsl less.

'*Wrll 1 have (ini; bed; 1 have Iried
t.« relate ««i my manners, morals,
i.iU-nt». defects, temptation and ap-
penraiic* *- fnithfullj us i can,«end
1 tliii'il; there ¡- nothing more to be
,«i«l 11 I had to «unies ami expose

i,ne opinion of myself which might
«tirt'rientiate me a little from «dher
people 1 should say it was my power
«,i love ...wpl«.l \siib my power of
criticism, but what I lack most is
what II. m . p,.»-,--»¦ above all men

r.|u mu.i,i.,, moderation, self-con-
tii.Uaii'i ii.e authority that comes
11 oni .. pel it « I «i« « of proportion.
l mi i.nl, i«i ay that I am not too old
,.i i,,.« -:... ...u.« t., -.., «- n»-1 a.

- M MA.(i I' AKQUITH.
" i'. :.. I in i- m-, -i« ond a! tempt

to win.- ai.«<u¡ my elf, and I am not
ill * u re thai i,;.a racter

sketch of isxg is nul the better of
the wo il - more «. »' -, mi but.

¡«II, what can . say of one's
inner self that corresp« itds wittt
..hat. one re.illy is or what o«lo*»
friends think one ? Ju.-.t now Ï avt»
within a few. weeks of my bal>y^i
Lu ii« and am tempted to t.-«kp a

gti/iMiiy view. I am inclined t«> sum

up my life in ibis way :

Her I.¡IV Summe«! I [»
" 'A n tin fett«.! cbildhi od and

triumphant youth; ;i l««t of love-makr
ing ami a loi.« ».in. « ; a little fame
a...i m««!, abuse; ;. i<;«l man and
>¦ « »«i hatlpine » the love of chil-
«iii u an«i «evenlli heaven; an rnrly
death ami a crowded memorial

.'

"Hut perhaps I shall no! d:e, but
live to write another volume of this
diary «and n better d?-rr'dj|on of an
improved self,"


